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EDH"ORML/ DE§|6N TEAM MESSAGE

\ ws.msemmkw.ﬁm/oﬁﬂé"fsm WOULD LIKE TO THANK
" EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THIS YEAR'S

EDITION OF ‘CHALKDUST". THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE REPORTERS AND
PHOTOGRAPHERS WHO ATTENDED AND COVERED EVERY ACTIVITY AND
mwmmmwwmmavmmmwme
TEACHERS WHOSE N 1S GREATLY APPRECIATED BY US AND
| THE REST OF THE CHALKDUST TEAM. WE WOULD ESPECIALLY LIKE TO

. SHOW DUR APPRECIATION TO MR. MAGUIRE OUR CO-ORDINATOR AND

i MR W FOR GUIDANCE ON PHOTOGRAPHY AND DESIGN. WE WOULD ALSO
© LIKE TO THANK THE TEACHERS | WHO TOOK TIME TO PROOFREAD ALL OF

. oui ARTICLES. WE HAD A GREAT TIME i ‘
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From the Principal’s Desk

“The will to win, the desire to succeed, the urge

to reach your full potential... these are the keys

that will unlock the door to personal excellence.”
-Confucius

Firstly | would to thank all our students in St.
David's for what has been a wonderful year.
Not a day goes by that | do not enjoy walking
through the door of our school. We aim as a
school community to be witnesses to the
Gospel values, by our work, by our actions
with all those who make up the large school
community.

| consider it a great honour to be your
Principal as you are all shining examples of
the ethos of our school; truthful,
compassionate generous and kind.

| address you at the beginning of the school
year, to outline what is expected. As we come
to the end of this year, you have fulfilled and
indeed gone beyond my expectations. Your
wonderful academic results, your
achievements in all extra-curricular activities,

your creative contributions that enrich the

school environment and sense of -
tion, have all enk;
Tavailable in St.David's. .
know, in school lif§, most weight is-
0 academic sucee oWever, each

[Souliton HtUe -

school it is evident every day by your actions,
that you hold this virtue in high esteem. My
love and respect for each one of you, is well
deserved, you always do what is right, do

your best in your pursuit of academic

anced the helistid-

excellence.

Of course the positive atmosphere in our
school is due to the relationship between,
students and staff and | would like to take this
opportunity to thank all members of staf
They are committed, dedicated and
generous. They give their time, to yoy the
students, to provide extra classes, mentoring
and offer you a wide range of extra-curricular
activities.

We are also lucky in this school to have 3
great parent body who supervise study,
fundraise for our facilities and act as a condyit
between school and home so that we work
together in partnership to achieve our goal of
continuous school improvement.
‘Chalkdust’is the end result of a team effort
and on behalf of the school | would to thank
all those involved in producing such a
wonderful publication. | would especially like
to thank our design team, Jan Osinski and
Andrew Smith and our editors Eoghan O
Longaigh, Gavin O’ Donnell and Eoin Dorgan
and all other students who contributed to the
production of the magazine. We owe 2
debt of gratitudéto Mr..Maguire, without
whomithis publication would not have come

- to fruiion. Many thanksialso t6 MriRyan for

g with d@sign anfl Mr. Gardiner who
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Deputy Principal’s Message

To you, our wonderful Leaving Certificate
Class of 2017, | wish to thank you all for
your diligence, enthusiasm, great sense of
humour and openness during this year,
and indeed for the past five or six years, of
your post-primary education here in St.
David’s Holy Faith Secondary School,
Greystones. Equally, | wish you all the very
best of luck in the State Examinations in
June 2017 and look forward to
mid-August and the distribution of your
results.

It has been, yet again, a very busy year for
our school community with growth and
improvement to the fore during this
academic year, 2016 — 2017. Our Leaving
Certificate results for the Class of 2016 saw
24% of our students achieving 500 or

ore points (2.5 times above the national

“within St. David’s ‘oly Faith S ondarﬁ -
School.  have, no doubt, that you, the
‘Leaving Certificate Class.of 2017 can o

‘equal, and indeed, surpass this wonderful

achievement.

The provision of extra-curricular actlvmes,
numbering thirty-three this year, are: -
testament to the commitment of our
teaching staff and student’s e»nthus;iasm( P
for diversity and challenge. As a year

group, Sixth Years this year have led

student engagement in all facets of

school life - student council, student

liaison team, football, gaelic football,
hurling/camogie, debating, Music Club,

ERm\yome

Wellbeing Club, French, Irish & Spanish
Clubs.

The great event for the St. David’s
community was the hosting of Strictly
Come St. David’s held on Thursday night,
27th October 2016. Fifteen couples
competed, having trained for seven
weeks, and delivered sensational
performances in all the major and popular
world dances, raising €36,000 for our
school. The opening group dance was
re-lived, and re-enacted by teaching staff
and some of the parents of Strictly on the
Thursday afternoon, 22nd December 2016
after our Christmas Carol Service in the
school.

-

As a year group you have grown and

matured into fine young men and
excuted by the future

taw rgot

i inand let us know ho ¥ you é I |
' * L &
thank Mr. un-and Mr.

I wish t

'.;-Stmon Carey

L ard work in produc:hg this
wonderfuTbook Both teachers were 7
assisted by a team of five young men from

- Transition Year: Jan Osinski and Andrew

Smith (Design) and Eoghan O’ Longaigh,
Gavin O’ Donnell and Eoin Dorgan
(Editors). Thank you genflement

Deputy Principal
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School Mass

On the 14th of October, the
school’s opening mass took
place after lunch in the Holy
Rosary Church in Greystones.
As a Catholic School
St.David’s encourages student
participation in various
liturgical events throughout
the school year. At the start of
each year all of the students
and teachers gather together
to celebrate the annual school
mass. The mass was
celebrated by Fr. John Daly
speaking and the theme of the
mass was new beginnings. A
number of students from
different year groups took part
in this years mass by reading,
bringing up symbols or singing
in the school choir. The choir
sang a number of songs
throughout the service and
their contribution was
greatly appreciated. Fr.
John Daly led us in
prayer, wished us well
for the school year
ahead and encouraged
us all to do our best.
This years school mass
was a wonderfull way to
mark the beginning of
the new academic year in St.

David’s and many thanks to the

local parish church for helping
us with this years mass.

November
Our Remembrance Service

A religious service was held i
the school hall during the
month of November. The
service was to help both
students and teachers
remember people they know
that have passed away. A
reflection was given by the
Parish priest who led the the
school in prayer. Earlier that
week November We
Remember cards were
distributed amongst the
students of the school.

Students had to write down the
name of a family member or
friend they knew that passed
away. These cards were
collected and the names were
made into a list. During the
service the names were read
out, this was followed by a
minutes silence. The service
ended with a school prayer, it
was an emotional experience
giving everyone time to
remember their loved ones.




Le Chéile

Changes to St David'’s Holy Faith Secondary School since it was
founded.
One of the most evident developments the school has
s L experienced over the years is the change from an all-girls to a
‘Zc Schot co-educational school welcoming students from all
s U backgrounds here to the wonderful coastal community that is
s Greystones. Now the school is part of the Le Chéile Schools
Trust, we have an ethos team consisting of our religion teachers, some non-religion
teachers and our Deputy Principal to further ensure that our Catholic ethos and heritage
permeate every aspect of school life. On the 2nd of September 1906, the first seven
pupils were enrolled by the Holy Faith Sisters into a school in Greystones, today known
as St David’s. Pre-dating all of this Margaret Aylward, the founder of the Holy Faith
Sisters, founded the organisation in 1867. One of the reasons she founded this

congregation was because she felt the need to provide an education to poverty-stricken
children.

Fact 1: Margaret Aylward was raised in a family where both
the men and the women were encouraged to involve
themselves in the running of the family business. Because
of this Margaret was an exceptionally skilled
businesswoman.

Eact?2: Mérgaret Aylward was grea

work of the Christian Brothers, heir se

loutside the state sy id th
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