
ISSUE 7, SUMMER 2022
CHALKDUST

St
 D

av
id

’s 
M

ag
az

in
e



As the editors we would like to thank 
everyone involved in the making of 

this year’s ‘Chalkdust’ magazine. 
Thank you to all the photographers 

and reporters who attended matches 
and events throughout the year. 

We’d like to thank the design team, 
who have worked extremely hard 

throughout the year and who we’ve 
really enjoyed working with. Thank 
you to our head reporter Matthew 

Lawless who has contributed so much to the magazine. We are grateful for all the work that 
Mr. Boland and Mr. Ryan have put into this year’s magazine. Thank you to all the teachers 
who’ve helped and supported us in the production of the magazine. We’ve both had an 

amazing time working on the magazine and it has been one of the highlights of our year and 
We hope you enjoy the 7th edition of ‘Chalkdust’.

Mike O ‘Neill and Martha Doyle

Chalkdust T

As the design team we would like to thank the many people who 
have made the seventh edition of the Chalkdust 
magazine possible. Firstly, we’d like to thank the 
T.Y team, who were responsible for sourcing all 
the photos and reports, and in particular our 

editors Mike and Martha for all their hard work. 
Next, we would like to thank Mr. Ryan and Mr. 
Boland for their dedication and sharing their 

knowledge and technical expertise. We really 
enjoyed designing this year’s ‘Chalkdust’ 

magazine

Mikolaj Majcher, Rian Morris, Seán Diamond 
and Jack Fitzmaurice

eam

School Website - stdavids.ie
School Twitter -  twitter.com/StDavidsSS

Design Team

Editors
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To the wonderful Graduation Class of 2022, it is with great joy that I and the  entire school 
community of St. David’s Holy Faith Secondary School, Greystones, bid you farewell and all 

our best wishes, as you reach the end of your post-primary education, here in St. David’s 
Holy Faith Secondary School, Greystones. You are a great group of sixty three young persons, 

ready, willing and able to enjoy life to its fullest and do all that you aspire!

As a year group, you have excelled in all areas of school life: academia, the arts, the world 
of technology, dance and sport. Creativity, flair, individuality are to the fore with you all, 

whilst never forgetting the importance of respect, decency and humility. As school leader, 
I have observed, witnessed and worked with you and we are 

ready for you to go forth!

You are part of the generation that has worked through 
Covid-19, with the latter two years of your post-primary 

education, being interrupted. Despite this, you have endured, 
embraced and persevered, all the challenges, thrown at you. 

You have witnessed many changes, and embraced them 
with enthusiasm and virtue. A total of eight students, with 

this year group, transferred into St. David’s Holy Faith 
Secondary School, Greystones, from other schools, 

from Second - Fifth Year, and wonderfully, that 
transition has been seamless. New friendships 

have been fermented, and a truly inclusive 
environment, for all, fostered and established. 

You, the Graduation Class of 2022, have secured 
your place in this school’s great heritage and 

history, by your many acts of kindness, openness, 
humour, respect and engagement, and I thank 

you!

As you prepare for Block Study and your State 
Exams, you are steeped in a culture of learning 
and academic excellence, which is fostered, 

promoted and facilitated by your school and your 
family. We, as a school, are incredibly proud of all 
of you and look so forward to you eminating and 

no doubt, exceeding the previous year groups, who 
have passed through our school.

Although you may believe you are missing out and 
not getting to experience our new school building 
(approx. eleven more months, and counting every 

day), you have been involved in creating the future. 
The Head Girl, Paris, Head Boy, Michael, and their 

two able Deputies, Maksymilian and Hollie, steered 
and stewarded our future student leaders monthly 
at Student Council meetings and your year group 

provided amazing feedback at the new school uniform 
cluster meetings in November 2021. The incredible 

closeness you have, as a year group, is the example we 
strive for all our students to attain.

Finally, I wish to offer you all my prayers over the coming 
weeks, as you embark upon the State Exams. Be strong 
and be confident as you strive forward and remember, 

we your school, wish you all the very best!
                

P
rincipal’s M

essage Simon Carey
Principal



It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of another academic year.    
As I reflect back on my first year as Deputy Principal in the school, I feel very much 

at home here and am very grateful to everyone for your welcome to me.  
 

Our year has hurtled along, in my estimation.   Each day there is a catalogue 
of incredible things going on involving students of all ages from Gaelic football, 
soccer, athletics, golf, rugby, sailing, RSE workshops, Model United Nations, BOI 

Smart Challenges, choral festival, wellbeing coffee mornings, TY workshops, BLAST 
art initiative, and the list is by no means exhaustive.  Thank you to the wonderful 
teachers who are there to support and mentor the students’ fantastic array of 

activities and involvement in all areas of school life and beyond.  It is testament to 
the vision, commitment, care, passion and energy which we all bring together to 
this school that makes it so very special and inclusive.  Thank you to everyone for 

your part in that atmosphere.   
 

Over Easter, I had a great privilege of meeting Pope Francis in Rome as 
part of a Global Research initiative for Catholic Education. As a group, 

representing primary, second and third level educators, as well as those 
involved in Catholic education at diocesan level, we had a private 

audience of thirty-seven people with Pope Francis for half an hour.  The 
meeting was an extraordinary privilege.  Pope Francis reminded us 

of some key things in our role as educators: the importance of head, 
heart and hands in education as inseparable components. If our 

education is all head, then our development is very restricted 
and quite self-centred.  The heart and the hands are important 

because, in our Catholic tradition, what we learn and what 
we achieve, should be shared for the benefit of others.  Pope 

Francis also spoke about the importance of young people 
and how important it is to listen to them, dialogue with them, 

and accompany them on their journey.  We were each 
presented with a Rosary beads which has the papal coat 

of arms included on the beads which makes it very special.  
 

Pope Francis also asked us to pray for peace in Ukraine and 
for all areas of the world where there is conflict.  As some 

people from our school are leaving us in the next few weeks, 
my advice to you is to always keep your ears alert and eyes 

open to anyone in need and see what you can do to make life 
better for anyone, particularly those who are vulnerable and 

marginalized.  
 

I wish our Sixth Years every blessing moving forward in their 
lives.  Remember, you are always welcome to come back 

here to visit any time and I hope you will keep connected to 
those who are significantly part of your life.  Some international 
students will be returning back to their own countries also and we 
are hoping that you will keep contact with the friends that you 
have made while here in school.  We will be delighted to see all 
of you any time. Thank you for your wonderful contribution to our 

school community during your time here.  Our Third Years also have 
their first set of State Examinations and we wish you the very best 
in those.  Everyone else will also have end of year examinations 
and then the summer holidays to which we will all look forward 

after a very busy and fulfilling year.  To all of you, Students, Parents/
Guardians, all Staff,  have a great summer, a good rest and fun.  
Stay safe, happy and remember to always watch out for others.  

Every good wish,
Louise O’Sullivan
Deputy Principal
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St. David’s Holy Faith Secondary School is a 
Catholic Voluntary Secondary School. We aim 
as a school community to embody the Gospel 
Values through our actions, our words and we 
strive to model ourselves on Jesus, the teacher 
who taught us with gentleness yet authority to 
love, give courage and offer generosity and 
respect. Everyone in St. David’s is valued for 

their unique individual talents and gifts. With our 
varied curriculum, we offer each student the 

opportunity to learn about themselves and the 
world around them. Our school community aims 

to provide an environment where everyone 
has the chance to experience psychological, 
social, personal and spiritual growth. We hope 

to send out into the world confident young 
Christians prepared to face the challenges 
that the world will offer them, with a special 

place in their heart for those less fortunate in our 
society and with the knowledge that they have 

cherished as pupils in our school.“The future 
is in the hands of those who give coming 

generations reasons for living and 
hoping” - Vatican II

SCHOOL ETHOS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK



Catholic Schools week happened on the 23rd to the 30th of January. During this 

week we celebrated our school identity being a prevalent catholic school. The 

religion teachers provided a video reflecting on the wonderous activities that our 

school community has done in the past year. With the help of the lovely TYs, they 

helped to show the theme of this year’s catholic schools week, “Living Life to the 

Full”.  As a school we reflected on our contributions in our local community as 

well as day to day life. We showed this theme through the acts of charity, team 

bonding, belief and well being. During the week, a prayer was said each day to 

celebrate this wonderful week.

During the month of November the students and staff of St. Davids celebrated the 

November We Remember. During this month we all remembered loved ones who 

had passed on before us. They were also remembered by people hanging their 

loved ones’ names on a tree that

was placed outside of the office. The names were written on a leaf

shaped piece of paper. It also is a time we empathise with families and people 

over grief. 

On the tenth of November we celebrated the legacy of Margaret Aylward, 

the founder of the Holy Faith Order. Margaret Aylward was born in Waterford in 

1810 and when she was young she volunteered her time in helping with charity 

work. She continued with this throughout her life and dedicated her time to 

improving the circumstances of people affected by poverty, particularly children. 

She established the Holy Faith congregation in 1867 with a focus on the 

provision of education. The women of the Holy Faith live and work in 

communities across four continents. They improve the lives of the poor 

and marginalised through education and faith development.

A huge thank you to all of the students who kindly

helped out to celebrate the day!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

MARGARET AYLWARD

NOVEMBER WE REMEMBER



ACHIEVEMENTS
SCHOOL

On October 13, the students who sat their Junior 
Cycle exams in 2021 received their awards. Each 

base class was called down into the dining hall. Mr 
Carey and Ms O’Sullivan, along with the head boy 
and girl and deputy head boy and girl, presented 

the students with their certificates. Each student was 
presented with two certificates, one for their Junior 
Cycle results and one for their CBAs. The students 
who were the overall best achievers in each class 

were Duncan Gillespie (3A), Aoibhe Hickey (3B), Lisa
Garcia (3C). Rin Acton, Martha Doyle, Georgia 
Kelly, Carine Lamoste, Matthew Lawless, Edie 

Tritschler and Charlie Ward (3D)

There has been amazing personal 
success within the student body 
this year. Congratulations to all 

the students who dedicated 
themselves to these great 

endeavours. Just some of the 
many achievements this year 

have been from: Robert, Davin, 
James and Jacob for their 

success in the Bank of Ireland 
Money Smarts National Final. 
All four won great prizes for 
themselves. Best of luck to 

Kayleigh Moorehouse, who has 
been selected for the European 

Baton Twirling championships 
representing Ireland in Spain 
2022. And for being qualified 
for the baton twirling World 

Championships, congratulations 
to Sarah Hayden. Well done to the 

T.Y google suite committee who 
won the Wicklow Gardaí Youth 
Award group category for their 

presentations to the first years on 
new ICT skills. Well done for getting 
the ‘Winning team’ award at the 
St Gerard’s School Annual Inter 

School Regatta 2022 to Matthew 
Lawless and Rory Farrell. Well done 

to Kim O’Toole for her recent 
success in the World Irish Dancing 

Association Championship in 
Germany. Not gloating but...we 

won again. The Chorus Angelorum 
got first place in their category at 

the Cork Choral Festival. Well done 
and congratulations. We look 
forward to hearing more in the 

future. After a superb Junior Cert, 
congratulations to Lisa Garcia for 

getting the overall award. And 
last but not least, congrats to 

Vagif Ailyev for winning the BTYSE 
competition. Well done to all for 

all of  their hard work.



Our new school building has gradually been taking shape 
and is now in its 15th month of construction. It is 
slowly becoming an architectural gem of a 

building and a stunning addition to Greystones 
coastline. The beautiful four storey structure will 

contain a new school library, new D.C.G lab, a 
new Graphics room, two new Visual Art/Art rooms, 
three standard new classrooms, five new office spaces 

and views of the sea and local marine life.

The majority of the existing building has already been 
refurbished and holds 21 modern classrooms as, meeting 

rooms, a brand new computer room and a huge (three times 
bigger than before building commenced) staff room which 
has been fully kitted out with a brand new kitchen, thirty 
individual work-stations for staff, and a further relaxation 
and ‘chill out’ area, accommodating a further twenty-eight 

staff members with new chairs and tub sofas.

The entirety of the St David’s Community have been 
very excited about the building progress but many 

are especially looking forward to the opening of our 
brand new sports arena. The new building will provide 

students and staff with a twenty-first century sports 
hall capable of hosting all indoor sports and two P.E 

classes simultaneously. The Department of Education is 
providing an additional €120,000 for equipment for the 
hall and the gym, and the school is providing additional 
funding for carpet tile flooring (an additional €17,000) 

which can be laid down, so as to ensure assemblies, 
concerts, exams and recitals can and will take place.

The new building will bring a modern feel to St David’s 
high level of education and allow teaching and learning to 
take place with state of the art technology and resources. 

New School 
Building 



Throughout this school year Mr Carey and all stakeholders have been 
selecting a new school uniform and new PE uniform. This new uniform has 
changed significantly. Our new uniform colours are now black, cyan, and 
teal. The new uniform has a white shirt, grey trousers, grey skirt, and tie. The 

junior uniform has a teal jumper, while the senior uniform has a black jumper. 
The uniform is comfortable and very smart looking. The new PE uniform 

is very fashion forward. The tracksuit bottoms are primarily black with 
streaks of cyan. These can be changed into shorts or leggings. Then 

the top can be switched to the wearer’s choice. For the t-shirt, it 
can either be white or black. The jumper can be a crew neck, a 

hoodie, a quarter zip, or a full zip up. Just like the 
bottoms, the tops are black with cyan stripes.

The school uniform is so cool and a great 
addition to the school’s new image.

New Uniform



New Jerseys

Junior Girls GAA: Sponsored by Accent 
Consulting Services
Senior Girls GAA: Sponsored by Sonny’s
Junior and Senior Boys GAA: Sponsored by 
SIS Pitches
Senior Rugby: Sponsored by Lyons Insulation
Junior Rugby: Sponsored by 
Kelly Design
1st Year Rugby: Sponsored 
by Wildwaves.ie
All soccer jerseys were 
sponsored by JustEat.ie

Next Year, all teams in St David’s Holy Faith wil be kitted out with entirely new jerseys. 
The jerseys will refelct the new colours of St David’s and will proudly carry our new 

school logo. All soccer, rugby and GAA jerseys have been generously sponsored by 
local and national businesses and we’d like to take this opportunity to thank them for 

the support they have shown to our school community. 



On Friday 
the 29th of 

April the school 
finally had its first 

sports day after a a 
long, three year break. Everyone 
was engaged with the opportunity 

and there was a great show of 
athleticism and competitiveness. 
There was a great choice of events with javelin, 

sprints, tug of war, obstacle course, three legged and 
sack races, relay races and the welly throw. There was a 
lot of competition between classes in particular in the tug 
of war. A well done to the female teachers for their tug of war win and 

to the male teachers for their 5-4 win over the sixth year boys. Many 
thanks to Mr Dunne and Mr Boland for setting everything up and 

making it run smoothly. Everyone enjoyed the day to 
the fullest. The overall winners of the whole event were 

the class 6.A, Mr Conroy’s Tutor group. The winners of 
the coveted wooden spoon were 1.C, Ms Brady’s 

Tutor group. Well done to all the 
contestants and participants who 

took part.

Sports 
Day



Teacher Team

Student Team



Liasion Teacher
Ms. Brady

1st Year
Matilda Gustafsson

TJ McCarron
Saoirse Crean Ni 

Oireachtaigh
Hanna O’Carroll
Cillian Meehan

2nd Year
Lauren O’Leary
Sofia McDarby
Alex Condon
Travis O’Farrell

Shannon Knight

3rd Year
Dary Smith

Max Moody 

Sam MacDonald
Alannah Gallagher

4th Year
Jay Fairly

Matthew lawless
Mikolaj Majcher
Hugh O’Carroll

5th Year
Zac Berry

Stephen Mullen
Michael Glynn
Darragh Kelly

6th Year
Hollie Kelly
Paris Nevin

Maksymillian 
Slusarczyk

Michael Martin

The student council is a body of 
students elected from each year. They 
discuss matters about the problems in 
the school. Last year they organised 

defibrillators into the school as a safety 
precaution. During this year, the student 

council was involved in Comhairle na 
nOg. This focused on youth resilience, 

improving skills and knowledge to 
help the youth of Wicklow and on 

Wicklow no Hate, which promoted anti 
bullying. They gave us a survey from 

the Wicklow Youth Organisation. They 
calculated prevention rates in Wicklow. 

In the school, the 
committee listened to 
all concerns raised by 
the student body and 
brought them to the 

principal. This includes 
fixing radiators, 

putting blinds, and 
helping people with 
inconveniences. So 

far the student council 
has done many 

wonderful things for our community.

STUDENT 
COUNCIL

MEMBERS



SHOEBOX
APPEAL

The Team Hope shoebox appeal was a lot of fun 
for the TYs and was a great way to volunteer and 
give back to the less fortunate. Team hope had 

asked St David’s if we could help with their annual 
Shoebox Appeal and we were delighted to help 

out in any way we could. The volunteers really 
enjoyed collecting the shoe boxes and other gifts 
for the children and packing them in the Hillside 

Evangelical Church. We spent most of November 
giving up our time to check every shoebox before 

it was shipped to Lesotho in Africa. Lesotho is a 
small mountainous country which experiences 

extremely cold winters and boiling hot summers. 
Team Hope had chosen to send the shoe boxes 
to Lesotho due to the extreme poverty and they 

felt that the children here really deserved a gift for 
Christmas. The Team Hope shoebox appeal was 
a lot of fun for the TY’s and was a great way to 
volunteer and give back to the less fortunate. 



The Amber Flag is a new committee in 
the school that contributes to the 
students mental health. Most 
fundraising and activities 
support Pieta House, a 

charity that helps people 
with their mental health. 

There are different teams 
on the Amber Flag 

that all do something 
different. There is the 
Nutrition Team, Sports 

and Exercise Team, 
Inclusivity Team, General 
Wellbeing and Mindfulness 

Team, Social Committee and 
Fundraising Team and, Social 

Media and Advertising Team. The 
Committee consists only of Transition 
Years and has done many things already 

to promote mental health.

The St.David’s cake competition that was set up by 
one of the Home Economics teachers, Ms Noone, and 
was a great competition that got many students from 
all years involved. It was for the Kenwood young baker 
competition. The baking of the cakes began on the 6th 

of October.
The theme of the cake competition was ‘Dreams’.

Although the theme was the same, all cakes were varied 
and unique. The next day at lunch time students

brought their cakes down to the staff room where they 
were then judged by Mr Carey, Ms O’ Sullivan and 

Cathy. There were 5 first year students and 2 fourth year 
students who participated in the competition.The next 
day the winners of the competition were announced. 

In first year for the junior prize, Brianna GallagherKilbane 
won and in fourth year for the senior prize, Ella Fitzsimons 

won.

Halloween Bake Sale
On the 22nd of October 
there was a Halloween 

day in school. The students 
and teachers dressed up 

to raise money for charity. 
There was also a bake sale 
for charity during the day 

with lots of cakes and buns. 
Throughout the day there was 

lots of fun in each class and best 
costume awards were given to the 

students. Together the whole school 
raised over €2300 for Pieta house charity. 

At the end of the day everyone had a 
very good time and it was very successful. 
This success is thanks to the TY students on 

the Amber Flag committee. 

 As An gCofra is held every Tuesday after 
school in Room 10 and is supervised by Mr 
Monahan. It’s a safe space and inclusive 

group for people to bond and make friends, 
and all are welcome. It’s a very relaxed 

environment with different activities each 
week, such as fun games or watching 

movies. There’s also art and creative Writing 
tables, as well as snacks some weeks too.

On october 8th, the Ladies Mini Marathon 
took place in support of Pieta House. The 
girls met in the dining hall and they got 
t-shirts and took photos. The teachers 

that went with the girls were Mr Ryan, Ms 
Sheridan, Ms Clifford and Ms Brady. Mr 

Ryan wore a very flattering
wig to walk with the ladies mini marathon. 
The group left early in the school day at 

half nine in the morning. The group walked 
from St David’s along the beach walk to 
Kilcoole and back. The girls arrived back 

at the school at around forty minutes past 
twelve to a party with hot chocolate and 

sweets in the dining hall.

AMBER FLAG
As An gCofra

Amber Flag 
Committeee
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Bake Sale



GAISCE
The Gaisce Presidents Award is the 

highest youth award in Ireland. It is a  
several month endeavour undertaken 

from ages 15 to 25. There are three levels; 
bronze, silver and gold. Candidates must 
do an hour a week of physical recreation, 

personal skill development and 
community involvement. The number of 
weeks they do is decided by the level of 
the award they are aiming for. They track 
this on their record sheet and when their 

PAL signs off they go on a 2 night long 
adventure journey and after that they 
are presented with their award by the 

President of Ireland. Last year 13 students 
managed it, earning a collection of gold, 
silver and bronze. This year approximately 
12 people are going for it, good luck to 

them!



HALLOWEEN FUN DAY



SMOOTHIE DAY



Green Schools is an international 
environmental education programme, 

offering a well-defined, controllable way 
for schools to take environmental issues 
from the curriculum and apply them to 

the day-to-day running of their school. In 
St David’s, the Green School Committee is 
working towards their first flag which is the 
litter and waste flag. The committee is run 

by our head of Green Schools, Conor Keogh 
and our deputy head Mikolaj Majcher. 

The full committee is made up of a class 
warden from each base class in the school, 

teachers. ancillary staff representatives, 
giving every class from every year an input 

and a voice in how to make our school 
more environmentally friendly.

Tidy towns is voluntary community service that the school does yearly. It is to help our local 
community improve its visual pollution and clear away any rubbish and pollution on the 

streets. They provide these services to Greystones. 
So far we have done four weeks of Tidy Towns. They have provided for the community by 

collecting rubbish and trash from the coast as well as the Greystones playground. They 
also planted bulbs and flowers for the blooming spring to help out with visual pollution of 

the town.

GREEN
SCHOOLS

TIDY
TOWNS



In TY, the language students are supposed to go on a foregin exchange 

to either France or Spain. They stay for a few weeks and then return home. 

However, due to covid-19 they were unable to do this. It 
was decided that 

they would do a penpal exchange instead. The idea was met with 

great enthusiasm and students got to writing their letters 

immediately. They sent them off and got the 

responses in mid-December. Th
ey also 

sent new year resolutions letters.

FRENCH SPANISH

French 

is one of 

the most sp
oken 

languages in the world 

and is a very lovely language 

to learn. It is
 an official language in 29 

countries. Learning French gives stu
dents great 

skills a
nd opportunities for tra

velling and working 

abroad . In St. David’s, French students learn French 

songs and culture. Many 

fun projects are also 

made to explore the 

fun things in the culture. 

Usually the students go 

on an exchange but 

they did not go because 

of the pandemic. 



This year Fourth Years got to celebrate Think Language Day! This is the first time 
St. David’s has participated in this event which is celebrated all around Ireland in 
many different secondary schools . It is a day where fourth year students are able 

to get involved and learn much more about languages, 
different cultures and other countries. Some 

of the events that took place on the 
day included Japanese dancing, 
trying foods from around the world 

(for example a Spanish class 
got to try paella), workshops 

created by fourth year 
students to teach the class 
their native language and 

much more! This was a 
great eye opener for the 
students who May have 
never heard some of the 

languages before or got to 
try some native food. It was 
a fantastic experience for 

everybody and hopefully will 
continue for years to come. 

THINK 
LANGUAGES



The Irish Club is run by Ms Woods and 
Mr Hallisey. Conor Keogh, a TY, also 
helps out with the club. It is in Room 

8 every Tuesday after school. Any 1st 
to 3rd year students are welcome 
to join and learn Irish. At the club, 
students play games, do activities 

and are helped out in difficult areas 
in the Irish language. Every week the 

teachers and Conor help out the 
students in learning different parts 
of the language. They learn about 

Irish culture as well as many fun and 

interesting facts about Ireland itself.

Seachtain na Gaeilge happened from 
the 9th of March, to the 16th of March. 
During the week, all year groups had 

exciting activities, ranging from games, to 
competitions, as well as quizzes. The first 

years had bingo and a poster competition 
to celebrate the occasion. 2nd years 
had a great time  doing a quiz and a 

bingo game. The 3rd years, did a poster 
competition about their literature that they 
did so far in the year. As well as some fun 
games and activities in the class. TYs did 

a poster competition on Irish sayings, and 
watched a film for this week. 5th years did 
a quiz and watched an Irish film. The 6th 
years also did fun and exciting activities. 

This week was very entertaining for all years, 
as they had a great time experiencing the 

language in the school. 

GAEILGE

IRISH CLUB

SEACHTAIN 
NA GAEILGE



European Language day was 
celebrated on the 10th of December 

in St David’s and was a great 
celebration of the different cultures 

and languages in Europe. There are 24 
European languages spoken around 
the world and today we celebrated 
and learned some of them that are 

spoken in our school. Throughout the 
day we learned about the different 

cultures and traditions that take place 
around Europe by playing fun games 
and listening to students from different 
countries around Europe. The TYs also 
made some Spanish games to play 
with the first years and teach them 

some Spanish. Overall, it was a great 
day and was enjoyed by everyone.

European 
Language Day



Art Club is an all inclusive, mixed ability after school 
organisation where students have the opportunity 

to upskill and self direct their own art objectives with 
the support and guidance of experienced visual art 
teachers. It is held every Thursday afterschool and 

offers the opportunity for additional tuition for visual 
art CBA’s, Junior Cycle projects and the Leaving 
Cert Art curriculum. Many of the students use this 

time to build a successful art portfolio for application 
to prestigious universities such as The National 
College of Art and Design and Dun Laoghaire 
Institute Of Art Design and Technology. The art 
club creates a warm and welcoming learning 

environment to make great art and new friendships.

This year eight talented TY art students are making beautiful 
murals for the new school building. The theme is ‘Our 

Journey’ which each artist took into their own hands to make 
it unique and either personal or inclusive. Each student has 

been given around six weeks to make their mural and it can 
be in multiple media, paint, pencil or even cardboard, the 
murals are 8ft x 4ft canvases that will be placed in the halls 
in the new building, two on each floor. They were assisted 

by the talented artist Tunde Toth who showed them how to 
make authentic silk paper made of silkworm fibres, which 
was very interesting. They were also helped out with our 

wonderful Ms Sheridan, who is really supportive. 

Blast Art

Art Club



The Music Club meets every Thursday in the music 
room. Students from all year groups play instruments 
and sing together, often student’s give mini solo 
performances. In 2021/2022 the students practised for 
the online Christmas Concert. The Music Club is looking 
forward to being back performing live next year!

Choir is a club in the school where 
students of all years join together to 
sing and perform together. It is run 
by Ms. Cunningham, Ms. Murphy, 
and Ms. Alymer, every Tuesday. New 
members are always welcome to join 
the choir. There are 25 students in the 
choir at the moment. The choir has 
done multiple events so far, including 
the school mass in November, and the 
Christmas Concert. These events helped 
bring the school community together 
and closer as a tight-knit community.
St David’s choir is participating in the 
Cork International Choral Festival on 
Wednesday 27th April. This is the choir’s 
first time taking part in a competition. 
They are taking part in the Mixed Voice 
competition. The songs they will be 
performing are The Rhythm of Life from 
the musical Sweet Charity and Baidin 
Fheilimidh, a traditional Irish song. The 
choir and directors are all so excited and 
preparations are coming along nicely!! 

On the 27th of April 2022, the St David’s choir competed 
in the Cork international Choral Festival. The team 
travelled 4 hours before competing against 12 other 
schools and in front of an audience, including the Mayor 
of Cork. The whole choir put on a great performance 
and scored 85% which was a distinction. There was very 
tough competition but their tremendous efforts awarded 
them the “Post - Primary Mixed Voices’’ plaque. Well 
done to all of the choir and their teachers Ms Murphy, 
Ms Alymer and Ms Cunningham for their great efforts. 

Music Music Club

Choir

Choral Festival



Every year for the last several years the TYs and the Home Ec teacher have prepared a 
lovely Christmas dinner for Home Ec sixth years and staff. For the 2021 dinner, Ms Noone 
and her team of TYs (Mike, Max, Lucas, Ella and Caoimhe) started their preparations at 
8:50, immediately after tutorial. They began by starting the ham and turkey and then 
moved onto the veg while singing and dancing to Christmas music. Halfway through the 
work, disaster struck. First they found out the Turkey was half raw and Mike had to run to 
SuperValu to get a few rolled and boned turkeys. The second incident was when the team 
lost power in the Home EC room causing the dinner to be pushed back an hour and a half. 
Regardless, the dinner was delicious and enjoyed by all including the TY’s who put in so 
much work. Dessert (which was made the day before) was served to a festive atmosphere.

On the 22nd of December our school had a Christmas 
concert on zoom. In the Christmas concert we were greeted 
by our head boy, Michael Martin, and our head girl, Paris 
Nevin. They talked about everything that had happened in 
the first term and showed some videos of what the sixth years 
did with the St Catherine’s Christmas party. A wonderful 
performance from the St David’s choir and pictures from the 
Jumper Day and other Christmas events were also shown. 
The zoom ended with a kahoot between all the classes and 
a few messages from our Principal and Deputy Principal.

This December, the TYs had their Christmas party. This 
was a wonderful chance to socialise just before the 
Christmas break. They started the day in the Dining Area 
playing board games with the other classes. Then they 
had a wonderful opportunity to show their Christmas trivia 
knowledge in three different trivia games, the winners 
receiving chocolate and sweets. Finally, they watched 
a Christmas movie and ate their sweets. They had a vote 
and almost unanimously decided on Home Alone 1.

CHRISTMAS DINNER

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

TY CHRISTMAS PARTY



Debating 
Club

Debating club is phenomenal and crucial to 
the school. It’s a calm environment that truly 

brings out the most logical and creative thinking 
in our students. It is mixed and has a variety of 

hardworking and impressive students from all year 
groups. In debating, we do three different types of 
debates: walking, where a motion is said and you 
choose to agree or disagree, concern, a debating 

style where facts and figures are crucial, and your 
research can be the difference between first place 

and last place, and British Parliamentary Style, 
where your confidence is worth more than 
gold. We do a variety of debates, from “are 

school protests effective?” to “the challenges for 
world hunger are insurmountable”. We 

truly have a debate for everyone.

Christmas is one of the happiest and most magical times of the 
year and St David’s got into the Christmas spirit by hosting a 

Christmas jumper day in aid of Cystic Fibrosis Ireland and Green 
Schools recycling bins. The day was a great success and it was 

fantastic to see everyone in their Christmas jumpers while also 
supporting charity and helping the environment. Throughout 
the day, St David’s raised over €2,000 and the Green Schools 
committee and Cystic Fibrosis Ireland thanks you for your 

generosity and wishes you a Merry Christmas.

Jumper 
Day



Diversity Club is every Wednesday after school in Room 8 and is supervised by Ms McCormack. It’s a 
welcoming environment where students are able to chat to one another about things that are on their mind 
or get advice on some problems. Students get to anonymously write what they want discussed on a piece of 
paper. The pieces of paper are read one by one and the topics get discussed. The club is all about positivity 

and friendliness, and is a safe space where everyone is welcome. 

This year one of our many extracurricular activities is 
chess, which is run by Mr O Donnchadha after school 
on Mondays. It is one hour, meaning you can play one 
or two games. There is a ranked system which is quite 

simple. You are in a box with three other players and you 
play one match with each person. Depending on how 
you do, you move up or down a box. There is also the 

option to play friendly matches.

Hobbies club is held in room 8 after school on Wednesdays and is supervised 
by Ms. McCormack and Mr. Monaghan.The purpose of the club is for 
students from any year to express their hobbies and enjoy themselves. 

Popular activities include Dungeons & Dragons, the tabletop roleplaying 
game, and Magic: The Gathering, a popular playing card game. Hobbies club 
is a great way for students to connect with their 
peers and have lots of fun playing many games 

and activities, and new members are always 
welcome to attend!

Clubs

Chess Club

Diversity Club

Hobbies Club



The BT Young Scientist exhibition is a great event 
and an incredible opportunity for Secondary school 

students to showcase their ideas and explore the scientific 
world around them. This year, four projects from St Davids 
had made it to the final with the help and guidance from 

Ms Keaveney. These projects were:

Mr. Vagif Ailyev - Sixth Year - Technology Category: 
Snapstudy - WINNER OF THE SENIOR TECHNOLOGY AWARD 

at the B.T Young Scientist 2022.
Mr. Matthew Lawless - Transition Year - Covid killing face 

mask
Ms. Kate Finnerty - Third Year - An investigation into making a natural alternative to chemical 

fertiliser by creating a seaweed based fertiliser and seeing how effective it is?
Ms. Alison Finnerty - Third Year - An investigation into making a natural alternative to chemical 

fertiliser by creating a seaweed based fertiliser and seeing how effective it is?
Ms. Aoibh Anderson - Third Year - Can Kombucha be considered a probiotic?

Ms. Alicia Fay - Third Year - Can Kombucha be considered a probiotic?

All of these students worked incredibly hard over 6 months to make 
it to the final but Mr Vagif Ailyev showed incredible 

skill and research and rightfully won 
the Senior technology award for his 

project “Snapstudy”. His project was 
the development of his app called 

“Snapstudy” which aims to help students 
study productivity with the use of digital 

flashcards. 

At the beginning of this school year a group of 
ten fourth years and their year head, Mr. Ryan set 
up a workshop for first years to teach them how to 
use different tools on google. These include gmail, 

google classroom, docs, slides and drive. These 
workshops would teach the first years how to use 
these tools, what they were useful for and at the 

end the first years had an assignment they had to 
complete. They received fantastic feedback from 

the first years and they feel this will really help them going forward!

Google Suite

BT Young Scientists



The St Davids tennis team is a new addition to the many extra curricular 
sports available at St Davids and is becoming increasingly popular 

with the junior years. The team has been practising on Wednesdays at 
Greystones Tennis Club with Mr Fernandez and is looking forward to start 
playing interschool leagues after the February mid term. The team came 
about when Mr Fernandez noticed that there was an interest for a tennis 

team in St Davids so he decided to share his passion with the students 
and is looking forward to the team becoming popular in the years to 

come. 

This year, for the first time, St. David’s 
has managed to field both a boys 

and girls first year Gaelic team, which 
is coached by TY students. They 

train once a week after school on 
Wednesdays. They have had four 

blitzes in which they performed very 
well for a new group of players. It has 
been lovely to see the players bond 
together as a team and watch their 

skills grow over the course of the year. 
Many thanks to Kevin Spain, the county 
games development officer, for starting 
the team. Many thanks also to Mr. Short 
and Mr. Geoghegan for giving up their 
Wednesday to supervise the matches.

SPORTSTennis

GAA



This year in St Davids there have been two successful boys rugby 
teams. There is the 1st year boys rugby team and the junior boys 
rugby team.  The rugby teams train after school every Monday 

and Thursday with Mr Davies and volunteers. Throughout the year 
the rugby teams have competed against other schools in rugby 

matches and rugby blitzes. 
There has also been a girls rugby team in St Davids this year. 

The team trains every Monday 
and Thursday with Mr Davies. 

Throughout the year the rugby 
team has played against other 
schools in many rugby matches 

and rugby blitzes.
Rugby has been a very important part of St David’s this year. It has 
been a great opportunity to keep healthy, fit and active and it also 

gives an opportunity for people to get to know new people and 
make new friends.

Mr Davies has put a lot of work and effort into the 
rugby teams this year and all the students and parents 

appreciate the work he has done.

St David’s  junior  football team have had a fantastic 
start to their season. St David’s were drawn in a 

tough group with East Glendalough and St Killians. 
In their first game St David’s had an outstanding 
4-2 win against St Killians with goals from Luke Van Den 

Bergh, Alex Baines, Lucas du Preez and Kuba. In their second 
game David’s had a hard fought 1-1 draw against East 
Glendalough with a goal from Lucas du Preez. This draw 
meant Davids finished comfortably on top of their group. 

They now face Creagh College in their semifinal.On the 15th 
of December St.David’s 
senior soccer team took 

on Gaelcholaiste na Mara 
Arklow in their third group game. St David’s started 

well but against the run of play Gaelcholaiste na Mara 
took the lead and this was quickly followed by their 

second goal just before half time. David’s started the 
second half brightly but 

the opposing team went 
3-0 up. David’s never 

lost hope and this resulted in Callum Smith converting a 
penalty for David’s. The opposing team reacted to this by 
scoring another goal of their own. But David’s kept going 

and Callum Smith scored another brilliant goal for David’s. 
Gaelcholaiste na Mara scored their 5th goal just minutes 

after. Mark Hayden scored David’s deserved 3rd goal but 
unfortunately it wasn’t enough as Davids suffered a narrow 5-3 defeat to 

Gaelcholaiste na Mara.

SPORTS
Rugby

Soccer



This year, St. Davids has had great success with 
athletics. Ms Clifford set up the girls running club to 

combat the low activity levels of girls. All female 
and mixed ability students were welcome. They 

meet on a Wednesday after school and run 5k each 
week along the seafront. We encouraged the girls 
to walk/ jog/ run  and most importantly have fun 
chatting along the way. Along the 5k we would 

stop to undertake some additional exercises such 
as strength and conditioning. Four TY girls and Ms 
Foynes also work as couches (TY’S as part of their 
Gaisce awards). They would meet back at school 

for a cool down and a safe space to share any 
problems they may have or just a chance to chat 

before the school day starts again! They’re aim is to 
complete a school 5k this year. In the recent East Leinster cross country, the school won 

a clean sweep of the individual placings and the boys took  home team gold. Well done 
to Rian, Conor, Sarleya, Luke and Ben who were presented with their medals on the 10th 

of February. In first place was Rian, in 
second place was Conor and in third 

place was Sarleya. 

SPORTS
Athletics



On the 12th of March the St David’s Sailing 

team competed in the Leinster Schools Team 

Racing Championships. The event was held 

in the Royal St George Yacht Club and there 

were champagne conditions for the races. 

The team on the day was Eimear Farrell, 

Sarah Kelly, Matilda Gustaffson, Rory Farrell, 

Brianna Gallagher Kilbane and team captain, 

Matthew Lawless along with the coordinating 

teacher, Ms Cavey. The team raced in 4 races 

before competing in the semi-final, which was 

unfortunately lost to St Andrews College. The 

team all performed really well and got fourth 

place overall, earning a spot in The Schools 
Team racing Nationals. 

Nationals

On the 30th of April and the 1st of May, 
the St David’s Sailing team represented 
Leinster in the All Ireland Schools Team 

Racing National Championships, held in 
the Royal St George Yacht Club in Dun 
Laoghaire. Matthew Lawless, Brianna 

Gallagher Kilbane, Rory Farrell, Matilda 
Gustaffson, Sarah kelly and Sean Griffin, 
along with the sailing co - ordinator Ms 

Cavey, all did a fantastic job throughout 
the whole weekend despite the tricky 

conditions and severe lack of wind. Over 
the two days the team sailed 8 races and 
were up against some of the best schools 

and sailors in the country. Fortunately, 
the team didn’t achieve the result that 

they had hoped for but nonetheless they 
learned so  much from the experience 
and hope to have the opportunity to 

compete again next year.On the 4th of May Matthew Lawless, Rory 
Farrell, Séan Griffin, Brianna Gallagher Kilbane 

and Matilda Gustaffson all competed in 
the St. Gerard’s School Annual Inter-Schools 
Regatta 2022 in Greystones Sailing Club. It 

was a tricky event with light winds and strong 
tides but the team perserverved and got 

some fantastic results. Matthew and Rory’s 
efforts paid off and won them the ‘winning 
team’ award for having the best combined 
results. Thank you to Ms Cavey for organising 

our team and St Gerard’s for hosting a 
fantastic event.

Sailing
Team



At the start of the year the TY’s went on their first trip to Greystones Sailing club. 
Each class went on a different day. They arrived down at the club at 9:30 and got 

changed into their sailing gear for the day. Everyone learned how to successfully rig a 
sailboat and tack and gybe on land before they took to the seas on their first voyage 

around the harbour. The TY’s were really lucky with the great 
weather they had, which made capsizing and falling in a lot 

more enjoyable. They played some exciting games, like sailing 
football, which turned out to be a lot harder than it sounds. 

Many people had struggles 
such as drifting off course, 
crashing into the harbour 

walls and gettingstuck in the 
marina or the rocks rather than 

actually sailing. Nonetheless, 
it was still a very enjoyable 

experience.

On Monday the 11th of October the TYs had 
their annual team bonding day in Éire Óg. The 

purpose of this was to bring the TYs closer together 
after the class splits. They left the school first thing 

in the morning and after arriving were split into 
eight different groups. They rotated through five 

different activities, all great fun. First was archery, then there was plank walking and a 
blindfolded wheelbarrow race. There was also a 
brain game where they had to move a series of 
boxes with strict rules that made it quite difficult. 
Lastly, there was a bottle rocket competition to 
decide the overall winning team. It was a great 

day for all.

Yoga classes for TY students happen every Thursday 
in the dining area for all TY students for one hour per 
base class. Each base class has a designated time 

in which they can 
reflect and relax. This 
time is rotated every 
week. This module 
runes for six weeks 

(excluding the work 
experience week) up until Christmas. After Christmas, the 
instructor will do a drama module with the TYs. Yoga is a 

beneficial exercise for mental
health and flexibility.

Team Bonding

Sailing

Yoga
Transition Year



On the 17th of September, fourth years went 
on their yearly trip to Causey Farm. 

There were three main activities: bog jumping, baking bread and 
seeing the farm animals. The bog jumping was the highlight of 
the trip. The students had to jump into a very muddy and wet 
bog. Overall it was great fun for all students. When baking, 

the students were given the task of baking their own loaf of 
sodabread. The students were paired off and the instructor told 

everyone what to do and gave out the
ingredients. Seeing the farm animals was 

another fun part of the trip. 
There were pigs, rabbits, 

horses, llamas, goats and a 
camel named Ian.

By the end of the day, all of 
the students and teahers had had a 

great time , and would definitely go again.

On the first of 
March, the 

TY’s had their 
RSE workshop which was 

about the LGBTQIAP+ community and 
understanding what the terminology 
means. They spoke to us about their past experiences and how we can learn from 
them. We also learned how to be respectful and supportive to all members of the 

LGBTQIAP+ community. They taught about different pronouns, what they meant and 
when to use them. This was a great opportunity for students to learn and grow as they 

learned about diversity and to increase their awareness of people around you. This 
was a great experience for all students. 

The fourth year classes were given the 
unique opportunity to participate in a two 
day workshop covering advertisement and 
podcasting. The workshop began with creating an 
ad for a pizza shop and the different ways adding 

sounds and interesting imagery really impacted 
the viewers. We 

then were tasked 
with coming up with 
our own individual 

product that would 
solve a mundane 

problem each person experienced daily. 
On the second day we then got started 
creating our own podcasts about stuff 

that fascinated us and were able to share 
it with the class.

Causey Farm

Create Schools

RSE

Transition Year



On the 21st of January, the TY’s went on their second adventure of the new year to Bray 
bowl which was organised by TY co-ordinator, Courtney. The students had their first two 
morning classes before they hopped on the dart for a short trip to Bray. All of the base 

classes enjoyed their day of arcade fun games, laser tag 
and finally bowling with pizza. Laser tag seemed to be the 
highlight of the day for some but scoring strikes in bowling 

brought out everyone’s 
competitive side. Overall, 
The day was a great start 
to the new year and was 

enjoyed by all!

The objective of this workshop was to create our own tv show/tv series. First we got into 
groups of three or four. Once we got into our groups the workshop leader gave us tips 
on how to create a tv show. We then had to write down a description of what our tv  

show is about and we presented these to the class. After that we decided who our main 
characters were going to be and we drew these characters. Finally we wrote down the 

beginning, middle and end of the tv show. We learnt a lot from this workshop such as 
improving our creative writing skills.

On the 10th of January 2022, the TYs had their 
Forensics workshop. The workshop was enjoyed by 

everyone and gave us a good insight into what 
working in Forensics would be like. The workshop was about JFK’s assassination and 

there was loads of different stations to give us clues into who we think it was. Some of 
these stations included, a fingerprint analysis, a bullet 
comparison and a video of the assignation site made 

into 3D. At the end of the 
workshop we gathered 

all of our information 
together and discussed 

all of the potential 
suspects. We came to 

the conclusion that there 
is no definitive answer, 
although Lee Harvey 

Oswald was charged for 
it. 

Transition Year
Bowling

Writing Workshop

Forensics



TYs have done drama from January 6th to February 10th. It was ran Jo from Joga 
Yoga. They had it every Thursday for 1 hour during this period. During these workshops, 

They learned the interesting world of drama. They practiced body language, 
improvising scenes and they played fun games. They scenarios ranged from everyday 

occurances, to heists, to reality tv. The positivity and optimism in the workshop was 
show every class, and everyone was very open to the ideas and scenarios played out. 

Jo helped them practise out body language as we took part in the workshop. They 
saw how our body language effects our every day actions. At the end of each class 

they played a game to bring up everyones spirits. It was highly enjoyed by the TYs and 
anyone who took part in it, saw it as a highlight in the week.

On the 28th of March, the T.Y’s had their annual trip to 
Russborough house in Baltinglass. They were there for a 
full, action packed day. They had the perfect weather 

and, surprisingly, even managed to get sunburned. They 
got to do climbing, team bonding and were pushed off 
a massive zipline. They also had archery and archery tag 
as well as practicing putting up a tent. Finally, they got to 
roast marshmallows before heading home. Even the 
teachers joined in as Ms Courtney struggled her way 
around the climbing course. They had a great day 

that everyone loved.

Transition Year

Russborough House

Drama



On the 18th and the 24th of January, the TY’s went on their spiritual retreat to Ovoca 
Manor. 4B and 4C went on the 18th while 4A and 4D 

went on the 24th. Both groups had very busy days filled 
with philosophy workshops, games in the forest and 

the highlight of the day, the 
leap of faith and Jacob’s 

ladder. The day was all 
about focusing on yourself 
and thinking about what 

type of life you want to live 
and how you can make that 
happen. The workshop really 

helped with this as the leaders 
showed us how we can live life to the fullest every day. The day 

was enjoyed by everyone as it made us think about ourselves and our future.  

Transition Year
Ovoca Manor



Today we started our first day of the trip. We all arrived at school around 7.30. We were 
given a briefing about the first day and then set off to Fota Island at 7.45. Midway through 
the 3 and a half hour journey, we stopped off at a petrol station to refresh ourselves. We 
arrived at Fota Wildpark at 12.30. Here there are many different types of animals, from 
lions to Red Pandas. We saw and interacted with most of them. There were some free 
ranging animals, like the peacock. We had lunch here, as well. We returned to our bus 
at 16.15 where we then headed off to our hotel. When we arrived, everyone rushed to 

their rooms to unpack and then go to dinner. We had dinner at 6.30 where most people 
got the chicken burger. So many ordered it, it ran out and some had gotten the dreaded 
beef stew. The teachers were so nice they let us out into the town to explore. Most went 

to Centra to stock up on treats, and some played card games with friends. Now we are in 
our rooms waiting for the excitement that tomorrow will bring. We have to be up at 7.30 

tomorrow to get up for breakfast at 8. 
town. The bus driver gave a speech about how amazing we were as well as the teachers, 

and sooner than later we were back at school where our trip began.  

Everyone was visited by the teachers this morning at 7.30, for the scrumdiliumcious 
breakfast. We had a full Irish breakfast. We then walked to Blarney Castle for the tour 

of the castle and gardens. Many TYs 
did the infamous kissing of the Blarney 

Stone. We learned many fun facts 
about the area along the tour, and 
took many photos along the way. 
We then immediately went to Cork 
city centre for the Young Offenders 
tour. It was very informational and 
spontaneous. We walked around 
half of the city visiting the Shadan, 

UCC, and The Firkin Crane. It was all 
dandy but the amount of walking was insufferable. We had lunch at around 1.45 at the 

Shake Dog. They were 3.5/5 stars. Good enough to feed 
starving teenagers. The tour ended at 16.30 and everyone 

was wrecked. We then had din din at 5.30. The options 
were chicken curry or lasagne. The curry 

was chosen more. Then we had ice cream 
for dessert. At 19.00 we went bowling. We 

stayed there for two hours and really enjoyed 
ourselves. Tomorrow we are going to Kerry to 

ride bikes at Killarney. 

TY Cork Trip
Day 1

Day 2



We started today just like the last, waking up at 
7 for breakfast. Like yesterday we had a full Irish 

breakfast. Today we went to Killarney National Park. 
We headed off at 9.50 and we travelled the hour 

drive there. When we got there, we had gotten bikes 
for rental. This was so we could see the attractions 
quicker. The main attraction of the park was Torc 

Waterfall, Loch Leane, 
Muckross House and 

Abbey, and the beautiful 
scenery surrounding us. 
We ended the tour at 
16.30 and headed to 

Killarney Town for dinner. 
We explored the town 
a little and then went 
to dinner at Toba. This 

was an Asian restaurant. 
The food here was very 

good. Later that night we 
returned to the hotel. We 

started packing for our 
return back to Greystones. As soon as we got to the 

hotel, the sooner we were leaving.

For the last day of the trip, 
we woke up at the usual 

time, had breakfast, and we 
packed our stuff and left the 

hotel. Today the weather 
was horrible. It was raining 
heavily this morning,this is 
foreshadowing. Today we 
were going to Spike Island, 
an island off the coast of 

Cork, which holds one of the 
biggest prisons in Ireland. We 

arrived at Cobh, to get a 
ferry to the island. The sea was too rough to cross so our tour was cancelled. Then we tried 

visiting a historical centre at Cobh, but that also was a bust. Instead though we got hot 
chocolate and a nice picture. We left Cobh and started our journey back to Greystones. 
The drive back was 3 and a half hours. About 1 hour into the drive we stopped off at New 
Ross for lunch. Everyone scattered around to find some place to eat and 

instead people resorted to supermarkets for food. Everyone then got back 
on the bus half an hour early to go back home. We were nearing 4pm 

and we finally got back to our town. The bus driver gave a speech about 
how amazing we were as well as the teachers, and sooner than later we 

were back at school where our trip began.  

Day 3TY Cork Trip

Day 4



1st. Year

The First Year Club is run by 
our Fifth Year Prefects. These 
are Leah Clark, Andrew Boze, 
Amy Harper, Isla Murphy and 
Zac Berry.  First Year Club is a 
fun after school activity for first 
year students. Here they play 
games, socialise and do stel-
lar activities during the 1 hour. 
Games like scrabble, card 
games, and classic games. 
For example hangman and 
charades. They also snack on 
treats and biscuits. The club 
was a way for the fifth years to 
help the first years make new 
friends. Many first year students 
enjoy the club and have many 
positive experiences with it.

Motus was a workshop for the 
first years, that happened on 
the 25th of March. It was a 
workshop where the first years 
learned about managing 
emotions, moods and sick-
ness. There were many activi-
ties, for example acting. They 
performed some scenarios 
that reflect real life. They also 
reflected on their personal 
growth and mental well-be-
ing. Bullying was also a major 
part of the workshop. Over 
all it was an enjoyable expe-
rience and it taught the first 
years many life lessons.

Biscuit Club

Motus 
Workshop 2



2There was a formidable performance by 
the St. David’s delegation at the recent 
Model United Nations conference, a first for 
the school. Our second year students rep-
resented Canada against 200 of their col-
leagues from 19 schools across the country.
Molly Mooney’s inspirational speech set 
the High Commission on Refugees off to a 
great start, while the committee on Disar-
mament and International Security debat-
ed the possible re-admission of Afghanistan 
to the UN under the scrupulous eye of Raife 
Fitzmaurice. Aoife Jansen gave an assured, 
proficient address on the controversial fu-
ture of nuclear energy, which made her 
the first St. David’s student whose resolution 
was adopted by her inter-school commit-
tee! Special thanks to Mr Kehoe and the 
staff at Wicklow ETSS for their welcome and 
exceptional organisation.

Model U.N.

nd. Year



3On the 15th of March, 
the 3rd years went to 

Dundrum to see Romeo 
and Juliet. They went 
there with the English 
teachers to have an 

exciting activity to do 
instead of watching it 

at school. The actors at 
the cinema performed 
the play very well, and 

made a great impression 
on the students. After 
they finished the play, 

they had a lovely round 
of shopping therapy. 
They went around the 

shopping centre and had 
a lovely day.

rd. Year

Dundrum Trip
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The 5th years had a lovely coffee 

morning on the 14th of March. 
The event took place upstairs 
in the 6th year area. The TYs 

were helping out the wellbeing 
teachers out in hosting the event 

and made some of the coffee 
for them. 

th. Year

Coffee Morning

New Student Liason Teams



6On the 2nd of March the Sixth Years had one of their rare 
days out to Bray Bowl. They got a well deserved break from 
work, study and stress of Sixth Year. They were out for the full 
day and got to enjoy bowling, arcade games and the best 
one: laser tag. It was a great day that was enjoyed by all.

Bowling Trip

th. Year
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St. Catherine’s Party



Shona Matthews 
O’Connor

Megan ByrneSophie Johnston Jamie Turpin

Shane Dunne 
Hughes

Sophie Lappin

Robert Ozols

Hollie Kelly

Francis Alborada

Ella SpellmanRebecca Quinn

Taisia Danilova Stephen Reilly

Cillian Fulmer

Chloé Gillespie Gina Hynes Jack MellonLeah Fitzpatrick

Mark McConnell Michael Martin Vagif Aliyev Jake O’Gormon Eoin Browne

Tom Roth Ben Hogan Quintin Lawlor Angelika Stochla Màlina Parteni Jack Keatings

Gordon Bailey

LC Class of

2022
(When they were in 1st Year)



Ferdia Pegman

Ciara Gallagher

Jack Dye

Rory Farrell Ryan Mitchell

Ella Brady Ollie TierneyParis Nevin Sorcha Devlin

Maksymilian  
Ślusarczyk Cillian GunningDylan Thompson

Kyle Elliott Fintan Potts
Conor 

McGillycuddyNeil Browner

Sean 
McCormack

Seamus ‘Swavy’ 
Sheridan Zara Evans

Frankie 
KavanaghEmily Farrell

Patrick Pusok

Antoni Barczak 

Diarmuid Dunne 

Ava Grace 
Gannon Owen Gaynor 

Thomas 
Keedwell

Tiernan Nolan

Mark Nugent 

Ciara Foster Sarah Linton

Kristian Currie



LC Class of

2022

Shona Matthews 
O’Connor

I’m only smiling cause 
it’s over.

Megan Byrne
“It’s me, I’m the wee 

lesbian“ - Derry Girls

Sophie Johnston
I’m gonna miss trying 
to avoid being here.

Jamie Turpin
Do you know what this 

means?

Shane Dunne 
Hughes

Yea, I smashed a car 
door against my leg this 

morning.

Sophie Lappin

Robert Ozols

Hollie Kelly
The best part about 
6th year was the LC 

adjustments. 

Life is short and so 
am I.

No, I don’t work at 
McDonalds anymore.

Francis Alborada
“You may not think much of it, but if 

you are a true man, you’ll come aboard 
the Arcadia. And you’ll fight with us 

under the flag of freedom.”
–Captain Harlock

Ella Spellman

Rebecca Quinn
As one door closes 

another opens.

Taisia Danilova
Shaw, only a week 

away.

Stephen Reilly
I’m smirking because I 

have a big cookie.

Cillian Fulmer
Play Antonball Deluxe, 
available on Steam and 

Nintendo Switch.



Yes, she does live in a 
bog.

Chloé Gillespie Gina Hynes Jack Mellon
To Velaris the city of 

starlight.

Leah Fitzpatrick
No, I do not live in a 

bog.
I do not have a child in 

Spain.

Mark McConnell Michael Martin Vagif Aliyev
When you’re good 

you’re good..
I’m not a business-
man, I’m a business, 

man.

“The world is gonna 
roll you” 

~ somebody

But when you’re great 
you’re me.

Jake O’Gormon Eoin Browne Tom Roth Ben Hogan
Thop Tuting Mei YNWA xx You’re the best big 

brother i could’ve ever 
asked for-That one girl

Always go to other people’s 
funerals or they may not 
come to yours- Tupac

Quintin Lawlor
“And you know what they 
call a Quarter Pounder 
with cheese in Paris?”

Angelika Stochla
A Royale with cheese.

Màlina Parteni Jack Keatings
Teacher’s least 

favourite student.
SWAGatron…

Gordon Bailey



Ferdia Pegman
Eos

Ciara Gallagher
There’s conjunctiva on 

my back! 

Jack Dye
Collector of late slips.

Rory Farrell
You clearly don’t own 

AN AIRFRYER.

Ryan Mitchell
I’ve big ears so I can 

hear everything.

Ella Brady
Only took me 7 years.

Ollie Tierney
I am living in your 

walls.

Paris Nevin
“6th year will be tortuous, 
but you should enjoy it.” 

- Mr Maguire

Sorcha Devlin
Only one from 

Newtown made it to 
sixth year.

Maksymilian  
Ślusarczyk

He whose surname 
cannot be spoken.

Cillian Gunning
Its caught me in the 

spotlight.

Dylan Thompson
Dancing in the 

moonlight.

Kyle Elliott Fintan PottsConor McGillycuddyNeil Browner
I have reverted to 

mammal-like tendencies, 
complete redundancy of 

my frontal lobe.

Rolla bán, im, kitis, lion-
adh, cais, donn hash agus 
sicín spicí. Déan cinnte é a 

ghearradh ina leath.

Should of dropped out 
in 4th year.

“Started with a biscuit, 
now i got a loaf” - 

Rick Ross



Sean McCormack
Add me to your 

playlist.

Seamus ‘Swavy’ 
Sheridan

Don’t Jump, Don’t 
Jump.

Zara Evans
“Would you like some butter 

or mayo” 
“Would you like cut in half” 
- Maggie

A man without enemies is 
a man without character 

- Paul Newman

Frankie KavanaghEmily Farrell

This is my second quote 
as I was told to change 

my old one.

Patrick Pusok

Why am I soft in the 
middle? When the rest 

of my life is so hard.

Antoni Barczak 

Kristian Currie 

Diarmuid Dunne 

Ava Grace Gannon Owen Gaynor 

Thomas Keedwell Sarah Linton

Tiernan Nolan

Mark Nugent 

Sometimes when my 
neighbour is gone, I roll 

around in her garden and 
pretend i’m carrot.

I show up sometimes.

Ciara Foster



Dear 6C,

It has been an absolute pleasure getting to know 
you over the past six months and it is hard to 
believe your time in St. David’s is coming to an 
end. I hope you will have extremely fond memories 
of your time in the school and that you continue to 
maintain the friendships that you have developed 
over the past six years.

Despite our encounters being so short each 
morning, you always managed to set me up for the 
day with a good laugh and for that I’m thankful. 
It may have taken me six months to learn all of 
your names, but each of you has made a lasting 
impression on me.

If you can uphold the same positive attitude, 
great sense of humour and respect that you have 
demonstrated throughout your time in St. David’s, I 
have absolutely no doubt that you will find great 
happiness and success in whatever decide to do.

I am wishing you all the best in your Leaving 
Certificate 2022, but more so in everything you do thereafter.
Enjoy the journey and look after each other.

All the best,
Mr. Brady

6th Year
Tutor 

Messages



Dear 6B,

It has been a pleasure being your tutor for the past 
two years. You were my first ever tutor group at St. 
David’s, and I am grateful that you were such a 
friendly class. Everyone was always willing to take 
their turn helping by sanitising desks each morning. 
Some of you even enjoyed making a competition of 
throwing the blue roll into the bin from the back of 
the classroom. You always made sure the floor was 
left spotless after some very bad throws. 

You have spent five/six years at St. David’s, and 
I know your presence will be missed around the 
school next year. But this is such an exciting time 
as each of you embarks on a new journey where 
you will follow your interests and passions. Over the 
years I have heard some of you speak about your 
ambitious goals for your life, and I know you have the ability and drive to reach them. 

Wherever your life takes you always remember that no other class will ever be able to say 
they were the first-ever St. David’s Holy Faith, Greystones’ whole school Christmas Zoom 
Kahoot champions.

Wishing you all the best,
Ms Curley

Dear 6th years,
It’s hard to believe that you’re finishing in David’s 
already. Having started in the school when you 
were all in TY I felt I got to know a lot of you very well 
over the past three years. All I can say is, I am so 
proud of each and every one of you! You have all 
become mature and responsible young adults who 
I know will make a positive change in the world. 
You all really felt the brunt of the covid restrictions, 
but each and every one of you took it in your stride 
and did not let it phase you.
As you leave David’s, don’t forget the people who 
made you what you are today, your teachers, 
your parents/guardians, but most of all your friends. 
They say you can tell a lot about a person from 
the company they keep, and I can say with great 
certainty, you’ve been spending time with the right 
kind of people.
As a final message, remember going forward, no 
matter what it is you do, make sure you’re happy. 
Happiness is the most important thing in life, and 
you should always strive to have it in 

your life. Right now is the beginning of anything you want, so do whatever 
you want, and be whatever you want. I’ll miss you all. Have a great day, 
and a fantastic future!
Go n-éirí libh,
Mr. Conroy



To the Class of 2022,

Let me begin by saying what a privilege and a 
pleasure it has been to be your Year Head for the 
last two years. I have been lucky enough to be a 
part of your year group from the very beginning of 
your time in St. David’s, starting off as tutor to the 
‘OGs’, 3.16! I cannot believe that we have reached 
a point where we have to say goodbye  - who 
knew it would be so emotional!

From the very start it was obvious what an 
exceptional group of students you are. The 
guidance you received from Ms Kerr and Mr 
Maguire up to Third Year, and Mr Carey in TY, 
helped nurture each of you, and certainly made my 
job so much easier! Thank you all for accepting me 
so openly as your Year Head and for continuing the 
great community spirit, positive attitude and sense 
of fun developed by your previous Year Heads. 

I am particularly impressed with the resilience 
you have shown as we have navigated our way 
through the pandemic. You have managed all 
the challenges we have faced with great positivity 
and just carried on with your school work with little 
complaint. Thank you for your cooperation with 
everything we have had to ask you to do over the 

last couple of years. Now that masks are slowly being removed it is lovely to see your 
smiling faces properly again.

As you move on from St. David’s I hope you will look back at your time here with fondness, 
as a time filled with fun, laughter and happiness. You have been very lucky to go to a 
school like ours, where everyone is welcomed and valued. We hope that you carry these 
qualities into the next stage of your lives. You will meet many new people and have 
wonderful adventures, so please continue to be the warm, friendly, creative, sporty, 
hardworking, generous and ambitious young adults that you have shown yourselves to 
be. Whatever path you choose to take, do it with confidence and a smile on your face! 

Be brave enough to take all the opportunities that come your way and you will have no 
regrets in life. 

“For there is always light, 
if only we’re brave enough to see it.
If only we’re brave enough to be it” 
- Amanda Gorman

Michelle Bailey

6th Year 
Year Head Message



6t
h 

Ye
ar

 C
la

ss
 o

f 2
02

2



Autographs





www.stdavids.ie

Proudly  produced 
by the Transition Year 

Media Team


